The Reader
The Reader is written by German judge and law professor, Bernhard Schlink. It was published in German in 1995 and translated into English in 1997. 
Title

The reader usually can be a man or a woman. We can’t understand who is the reader if we don’t watch the movie. 

Analysis 

The main protagonists of the story are Hanna Schmitz and Michael Berg. One can watch the movie as a story of love affair set in post-war Germany between a 15 years old boy, Michael,  and a woman Hanna, twice his age  (she is illiterate and she tries to keep secret), who is later exposed as an SS guard during the Second World War. 
We can divide the movie into three sections. 

In the first chapter, set in 1958, Michael meets Hanna, a very nice tram conductress. She provides his sexual initiation but in return she asks him to read to her before and after sex; he reads “Odyssey”, “War and Peace”, “Lady Chatterley's Lover”. This become a routine and Michael begins to read everyday for her. 
During the summer she disappears from Michael’s life. 

The second chapter is set in 1966 when Michael is a law student in Heidelberg. His teacher brings the students to see a court case and Michael discovers that Hanna and other Auschwitz guards are accused to have killed a million of Jaws.

In her defence, Hanna shows her ignorance of the consequences of her role during the Second World War; she says that she made her duty of guard. The judge so answer: “ So you had a choice. And you chose to let them die”. Hanna asks the judge “What would you have done?”.
A report is produced in court, one written by defendants to their superiors explaining what had happened. Hanna says that the report was written based on what she and her defendants had discussed. During the trial the 5 defendants say that the report was written only by Hanna. So the judge, to confirm this, asks Hanna to give a sample of her handwriting. 
Hanna says that that there is no need for handwriting expert because she had written the report. 

Now, we can understand that she is trying to conceal her illiteracy.

The third chapter Hanna is in prison. Many years later Michael marries with Gertrude and has a daughter. It is many years later after his divorce from Gertrude that his mind returns to Hanna and he starts to tape himself reading from books. He sends these tapes to Hanna in prison. There are no visits. So Hanna slowly learns to read and she explores books written by survivors oh the Holocaust such as “Primo Levi”. He decision to stop her own illiteracy led her to overcome it and she was able to learn of the atrocities, and in the end to accept accountability.

During a visit years later by Michael to her in prison just before her release, he asks to her is she spent a lot of time thinking about the past and she answers: “  I always had the feeling that no one understood me anyway, that no one knew who I was and what made me do this or that. And you know, when no one understands you, no one can call you to account. Not even the court could call me to account. But the dead can. They understand. They don’t even have to have been there, but if they do, they understand even better. Here in prison they were with me a lot. They came every night, whether I wanted them to or not. Before the trial I could still chase them away when they wanted to come.”
We can understand that Hanna is unable to live with the truth and the shame of her part and she commits suicide one day before her release. 
After we have watched the movie we can understand that Hanna’s secret in a crucial element for plot development in “The Reader”. Hanna has learnt to read thanks to Michael and them relationship is another central element in the plot. He doesn’t forget her: he tries to help her because so she can understand her mistake. 

Hanna understands what she had made and the only solution to free herself from guilty and shame is the death. 
